
FHCCI 9th Annual Fair Housing Conference (Virtual)

Tuesday, April 8, 2021 - DRAFT AGENDA

Acknowledging Our History for the Future of Fair Housing

8:00 AM
Conference Registration Opens (get online and acclimate yourself to the conference platform, see sponsors, and 

review the program)

Workshop Tract 1 Workshop Tract 2 Workshop Tract 3

9:00 - 10:00 AM
Kids Need Housing, Too - an Update 

on Familial Status
Fair Housing & Sales - A New Focus The KKK in America's Heartland

Description

Do you know how occupancy 

restrictions can be fair housing 

issues? What about what rules might 

discriminate  against children and 

violate fair housing laws? Are 

pregnant women protected from 

housing discrimination? In the 

workshop, learn more about the 

familial status protection under fair 

housing laws, recent cases, and best 

practices.

Join this workshop to view the 

premiere of the FHCCI's new video, 

"A History of Real Estate Sales 

Discrimination in Indianapolis." 

Discussion will also include the 

current homeownership gap. An 

update on new fair housing actions 

against real estate agents alleged to 

have violated fair housing laws will 

also be reviewed. Topics on sales 

steering and the fair housing impact 

of buying homes for cash marketing 

will also be discussed. 

At its peak, 1/3 of Native White men 

in Indiana were members of the Ku 

Klux Klan. They were politicians and 

decision makers building and running 

our cities. This workshop will feature 

the author of the books, The Ku Klux 

Klan in the Heartland  and A Lynching 

in the Heartland: Race and Memory 

in America (about the last lynching in 

Indiana in Marion). Without 

acknowledging this harmful history, 

we cannot move forward to address 

its long-term harm.

Speaker(s)
Kacey Jackson, Office of Human 

Relations, City of Elkhart

Tami Dixon-Tatum, Human Relations 

Commission, City of Anderson

James Madison, Author and Professor 

Emeritus of History at Indiana 

University
Brady Ripperger, Fair Housing Center 

of Central Indiana

Amy Nelson, Fair Housing Center of 

Central Indiana

10:00 - 10:15 AM

10:15 - 11:15 AM Gender Bias and Fair Housing Zoning: A Fair Housing Review

All The Subtle (and not so Subtle) 

Ways Used to Keep Neighborhoods 

White

Description

In this workshop hear about the work 

of the ACLU Women's Rights Project 

to eliminate gender barriers in 

housing, particularly for women of 

color. Topics to be discussed include 

denials due to gender, sexual 

harassment, discrimination against 

survivors of domestic violence, 

eviction-related advocacy, and more. 

Discussion will also include updates 

on the coverage of sexual orientation 

and gender identity under anti-sex 

discrimination protections and cases 

of interest. A review of recent federal 

actions will also be reviewed.

How does zoning become a fair 

housing issue? In this workshop learn 

when zoning decisions become fair 

housing violations. Hear about fair 

housing cases or examples of group 

homes assisting persons with 

disabilities, recovering from 

addiction, or those recently 

incarcerated. Also hear about 

affordable housing bans and other 

exclusionary zoning decisions 

impacting housing choice. Finally, 

learn of best practices.

We know of the devastation of 

lynchings, but do you know of the 

more subtle ways used to keep 

people of color and other 

"undesirables" out of White 

neighborhoods? Do you know what a 

spite fence is? What about a White 

Protective League? As the author of 

several articles, blogs, and the new 

book, Revolting Things: An 

Archaeology of Shameful Histories 

and Repulsive Realities,  this author 

will review a few of the many barriers 

used to intimidate and punish those 

seeking to live where they wanted. 

Speaker(s)
Sandra Park, ACLU Women's Rights 

Project
Sara Pratt, Relman Colfax

Paul Mullins, Author and Professor in 

the Department of Anthropology at 

IUPUI
Brady Ripperger, Fair Housing Center 

of Central Indiana

BREAK (Sponsored by First Merchants Bank)
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11:15 - 11:30 AM

11:30 AM - 12:30 

PM
Fair Housing Disability Law Update

Fair Lending Update - New and Old 

Issues

Exploring the History of Black 

Indianapolis Through Housing

Description

At this popular, yearly workshop, 

attendees will receive an update on 

recent Indiana and federal cases of 

interest that included allegations of 

housing discrimination against 

persons with disabilities. Anticipate 

topics around denials due to 

disability, reasonable 

accommodations and modifications, 

and fair housing accessibility.

With the homeownership gap 

between Whites and Blacks larger 

than it was at the passage of the 

federal Fair Housing Act in 1968, what 

role does lending play? This workshop 

will review recent studies and fair 

lending cases around redlining and 

denials. Topics will also be discussed 

on fair lending concerns in appraisals, 

reverse redlining targeting Latinos 

and Blacks, reverse mortgages, 

maternity leave discrimination, 

disability in lending, and other topics.

Indiana Avenue was the center of 

Black culture in Indianapolis - it was 

also the site of the first Federal 

housing project in America - until the 

Avenue was decimated through 

"blight removal" programs. This 

workshop will feature the author of 

Indiana Avenue: The Ethnic Cleansing 

of Black Indianapolis, When 

Indianapolis Accidentally Did Public 

Housing Right,  and Racism in 

Housing: A Public Safety Crisis for 

Black Indianapolis. The writer will 

share his research into the Avenue 

and public housing.

Speaker(s) Tom Crishon, Indiana Disability Rights
Haneefah Khaaliq, Human Relations 

Commission, City of Gary

WildStyle Paschall, Community 

Advocate and Author

Amy Nelson, Fair Housing Center of 

Central Indiana

12:30 - 12:45 PM

12:45 - 2:00 PM PLENARY PROGRAM

FHCCI Update/Thank Yous

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Andre M. Perry

2:00 - 2:15 PM

AGENDA CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE

BREAK (Sponsored by Anthem)

BREAK 

BREAK (Sponsored by First Merchants Bank)
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2:15 - 3:15 PM
National Origin: Ensuring Fair Housing 

Acceptance
Understanding Our Implicit Bias Exploring Hamilton County's History  

Description

During this workshop, hear about 

new fair housing cases including 

national origin allegations including 

"English only mandates," 

documentation verification, and other 

issues. Discussion will also include 

what is required of housing providers 

under HUD's Limited English 

Proficiency (LEP). An update on 

recent federal actions and best 

practices will also be reviewed.

We ALL have biases. Everyone – 

including the speaker! - grows up 

with various, ingrained biases.  In this 

workshop, we will discuss how these 

unconscious, implicit biases can be 

exposed and how to eliminate them. 

The goal will be to raise awareness of 

and understand these biases, discuss 

how they may impact fair housing, 

and gain insights into how they 

contribute to creating structural 

inequities.

Hamilton County, Indiana is one of 

the most prosperous counties in the 

United States. It is also 

overwhelmingly White and, at times, 

been accused of trying to keep the 

county White. As Hamilton County's 

official historian, this speaker will 

review Hamilton County's history 

which had once included Roberts 

Settlement, where freed slaves 

settled, and how it had welcomed 

new immigrants. With the growth 

and influence of the Ku Klux Klan 

there, restrictive (racial/religious) 

covenants, and other mechanisms 

meant to only benefit Whites, this 

acceptance changed. To confront our 

history, we need to know it.

Speaker(s)

Nikki Quintana, City of Fort Wayne 

Metropolitan Human Relations 

Commission

David Suzuki, Equity Institute on Race, 

Culture and Transformative Action of 

IUPUI

David Heighway, Hamilton County 

Historian

Jenny Gosheff, City of Fort Wayne 

Metropolitian Human Relations 

Commission

3:15 - 3:30 PM

3:30 - 4:30 PM Hot Topics: Evictions

Lending and Sales Hot Topics: A 

History of Citizen Activism and the 

Fight for Fair Housing 

Using the Archives To Tell a Fair 

Housing Story

Description

In this workshop, hear national health 

& housing law expert, Emily Benfer, 

provide an overview of the national 

eviction crisis, including data on 

moratoriums and eviction filing rates 

during the COVID pandemic. Hear 

about the health related impacts of 

an eviction, primarily on children and 

women of color, as well as the other 

health consequences of evictions. 

Finally, hear principles and 

recommendations for needed 

changes to confront our national 

housing crisis.

Take a quick journey through the 

history behind the Home Mortgage 

Disclosure Act (HMDA) and where it 

stands today. Learn how everyday 

people brought us access to HMDA 

records that activists, journalists, and 

fair housing groups use, and the 

forces working against consumers to 

broaden the scope of HMDA. 

Attendees will come away knowing 

where to access HMDA and the open 

source tools available to explore the 

records. Lastly, the speaker will take 

attendees through emerging trends in 

fair housing as they relate to home 

appraisals, reverse mortgages, and 

much more.

What's an archivist? Learn about the 

resources available to housing 

advocates through archival work. 

Using Indianapolis as a case study, the 

speaker will review historic redlining, 

the highway system's impact upon 

Black neighborhoods, environmental 

justice in the placement, or not 

placement of public works systems, 

and the use of "blight clearing." Learn 

how the valuable work of archivists 

can advance fair housing education 

and, even, provide needed evidence 

for investigations.

Speaker(s)
Emily Benfer, Wake Forest Law Health 

Justice Clinic

Noe Rojas, Fair Housing Center of 

Central Indiana
Jordan Ryan, The History Concierge

4:30 PM Conference Closes

BREAK (Sponsored by Anthem)
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