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The Indiana Civil Rights Commission (ICRC), the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), the Fair Housing Center of Central Indiana (FHCCI), the Back Home in Indiana Alliance (Back 
Home), accessABILITY and the Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority (IHCDA) hopes 
to bring greater awareness and understanding regarding the rights and responsibilities under fair     
housing laws with their conference titled “Equal Housing is STILL the Issue”. The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
originally signed on April 11, 1968, protects individuals from housing discrimination. Despite being in 
federal law for 45 years, individuals are still being treated unfairly due to their race, color, national origin, 
disability, religion, gender and for having children under the age of 18. Indiana also has a state fair     
housing law which provides the same protections as well as the addition of ancestry.

Conference highlights include:
    • A detailed review of state and federal fair housing laws and the protected groups
    • An examination of efforts to eliminate housing discrimination across the United States
    • A thorough analysis of guidance, regulations and case law

Credits
Five (5) hours (pending) of CLE and CE credits will be available. Other accreditation may be available 
upon request.

Cost
There is no cost to attend the program. However, pre-registration is required.

Location
Indiana Government Conference Center (Conference Rooms A-C)
302 W. Washington Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Registration
To register, visit: www.fhcci.org/events/equal-housing-conference

Accommodations for People with Disabilities
Please contact us if any accommodations are needed. Alternate formats of materials will be available 
when requested.

Questions
Call Brad Meadows at (317) 232-2651 or e-mail bmeadows@icrc.in.gov
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Washington and Senate Indoor
325 W. Washington St.
(317) 255-7275

Senate Avenue Garage
220 N. Senate Avenue
(317) 233-4635

Capitol and Indiana Lot
300 N. Capitol Avenue
(317) 475-9384

Sun Garage
48 W. Maryland St.
(317) 681-5670

World Wonders Garage
100 S. Illinois St.
(317) 681-5670

White River State Park-South Lot
801 W. Washington St.
(317) 234-0231

Westin Indianapolis Hotel
50 S. Capitol
(317) 262-8100

White River State Park Garage
650 W. Washington St.
(317) 234-023

Conference Location*
Indiana Government Conference Center

Conference Rooms A-C
302 W. Washington St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204

*You will need to enter the Indiana Government Center South (Conference Center) from the Washington Street public 
entrance. There you will go through security and be directed to the conference. Please be aware that parking prices will vary.

Map
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Indiana Civil Rights Commission
The Indiana Civil Rights Commission (ICRC) enforces the civil rights laws of the 
State of Indiana. They investigate complaints of discrimination and educate 
organizations, companies, landlords, associations, and individuals on their rights 
and responsibilities under Indiana Civil Rights Laws.

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
HUD’s mission is to create strong, sustainable, inclusive communities and quality 
a�ordable homes for all. HUD is working to strengthen the housing market to 
bolster the economy and protect consumers; meet the need for quality                
a�ordable rental homes; utilize housing as a platform for improving quality of life; 
build inclusive and sustainable communities free from discrimination; and 
transform the way HUD does business.

Fair Housing Center of Central Indiana
The Fair Housing Center of Central Indiana (FHCCI) is a private, non-pro�t fair 
housing organization founded in 2011. Its mission is to ensure equal housing 
opportunities by eliminating housing discrimination through advocacy,              
enforcement, education and outreach.

Back Home in Indiana Alliance
The Back Home in Indiana Alliance (Back Home) comprises representatives from 
federal, state and local housing, advocacy and disability related organizations. 
Back Home is working to increase the availability of individual and dispersed, 
a�ordable and accessible housing for people with disabilities.

accessABILITY
Since 1987, accessABILITY has provided services, support and information to 
people with disabilities to help insure equal access to all aspects of community 
life. Additionally, accessABILITY provides education and advocacy to all members 
of the community to help increase awareness and break down barriers that 
impede inclusion.

Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority
The Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority (IHCDA) creates 
housing opportunity, generates and preserves assets, and revitalizes               
neighborhoods by investing �nancial and technical resources in the                      
development e�orts of quali�ed partners throughout Indiana. Our charge is to 
help communities build upon their strengths to create places with ready access 
to opportunity, goods, and services. 



Conference Schedule
8:00 am - 9:00 am
Registration

9:00 am - 9:15 am
Welcome
Jamal L. Smith, Executive Director, Indiana Civil Rights Commission
Philip Shelton, Director, HUD Indianapolis o�ce

9:15 am - 10:15 am
Fair Housing Across America 
Bryan Greene, General Deputy Assistant Secretary, HUD Washington, D.C. o�ce

10:15 am - 10:30 am
Break

10:30 am - 12:30 pm
Opening a Closed Door: The Rights and Responsibilities under Fair Housing Laws
Chris Brancart, Partner, Brancart and Brancart

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
Lunch will be provided

1:30 pm - 2:45 pm
Can the Doggy in the Window Live in My House: A Guide to Reasonable Accommodations
Erin Kemple, Executive Director, Connecticut Fair Housing Center

2:45 pm - 3:00 pm
Break

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Am I Welcome to Live Here? Analyzing the Impact of Discriminatory Advertising
Amy Nelson, Executive Director, Fair Housing Center of Central Indiana

4:00 pm - 4:15 pm
Closing

Note: The Chicago Freedom Movement Photography Exhibit, assembled by Bernard J. Kleina, will be located 
in the atrium throughout the day.  All training sessions will be held in Conference Rooms A-C.
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9:15 am -10: 15 am
Fair Housing Across America 
Bryan Greene, General Deputy Assistant Secretary, HUD Washington, D.C. o�ce

This session will examine the recent e�orts of HUD to address housing discrimination. This seminar will 
take a look at recent regulations, guidance and cases.

10:30 am - 12:30 pm
Opening a Closed Door: The Rights and Responsibilities Under Fair Housing Laws
Chris Brancart, Partner, Brancart and Brancart

Learn more about fair housing from an attorney considered one of the top in his �eld in the country. This 
session will provide an overview of fair housing laws including recent legal developments, case law and 
regulatory proposals.

1:30 pm - 2:45 pm
Can the Doggy in the Window Live in My House: A Guide to Reasonable Accommodations
Erin Kemple, Executive Director, Connecticut Fair Housing Center

Fair housing complaints alleging discrimination due to disability are the most common form of              
discrimination alleged. This workshop will provide the de�nition of a reasonable accommodation, exam-
ine applicable case law, and discuss other important information.

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Am I Welcome to Live Here? Analyzing the Impact of Discriminatory Advertising
Amy Nelson, Executive Director, Fair Housing Center of Central Indiana

Every day, thousands of people view rental advertisements that unlawfully deny housing to persons 
protected under fair housing laws. This session will focus on the impact of discriminatory advertising on 
housing choice, including the discrimination faced by seniors, persons of color, etc. Current trends, laws 
and cases will be shared as well as information from recent reports.
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Bryan Greene
General Deputy Assistant Secretary, HUD Washington, D.C. o�ce

Bryan Greene has devoted his professional career to �ghting housing discrimination.  From his start as a 
fair housing investigator in the Boston Regional O�ce of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development to his current position as the General Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing and 
Equal Opportunity, where he serves as the highest-ranking career-executive in HUD’s O�ce of Fair    
Housing, Mr. Greene has always worked to promote diverse, inclusive communities.  

Chris Brancart
Partner, Brancart and Brancart

Christopher Brancart is a partner in Brancart & Brancart, a law �rm located in Pescadero, CA that           
specializes in fair housing litigation. Mr. Brancart graduated with honors from the University of Texas 
School of Law in 1985. Following law school, he clerked for the Honorable Vincent L. McKusick, the Chief 
Justice of the Maine Supreme Judicial Court, and then taught appellate advocacy and administrative law 
at Western State University College of Law.

Erin Kemple
Executive Director, Connecticut Fair Housing Center

Erin Kemple joined the Connecticut Fair Housing Center in 2003. Prior to joining the sta� of the Center, 
Ms. Kemple was a founder and executive director of the Housing Discrimination Project located in     
Holyoke, MA. She was admitted to practice in Massachusetts in 1985 where she specialized in                
representing low income individuals and families with housing and bene�ts complaints.  She is a 1985 
graduate of Su�olk University Law School and a 1981 graduate of the College of the Holy Cross.

Amy Nelson
Executive Director, Fair Housing Center of Central Indiana

Amy Nelson is the Executive Director of the Fair Housing Center of Central Indiana (FHCCI). The FHCCI’s 
mission is to is to ensure equal housing opportunities by eliminating housing discrimination through 
advocacy, enforcement, education and outreach. She was hired as the �rst Executive Director of the 
FHCCI in October, 2011 and has worked in fair housing since 1997.
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Chicago Freedom Movement

Exhibit Located in the Atrium
The Chicago Freedom Movement Photography Exhibit is a small but revealing snapshot of Dr. Martin 
Luther King's visit and marches in Chicago, and of both the ugliness and beauty of the response to open 
housing by the people of Chicago. Dr. King said, "When we were demonstrating around the whole issue 
of open housing, we were confronted with massive violence as we marched ... Swastikas bloomed in 
Chicago parks like misbegotten weeds. Our marchers were met by a hailstorm of bricks, bottles, and 
�recrackers. I've been in many demonstrations all across the South, but I can say that I have never seen, 
even in Mississippi, mobs as hostile and as hate-�lled as in Chicago."

In remembrance and celebration of the Chicago Freedom Movement's �ght for fair housing, Bernard J. 
Kleina assembled his rare and historic color photographs that depict that struggle. Included in the 
exhibit are images of Dr. King, Coretta Scott-King, Rev. Jesse Jackson, Andrew Young, Al Raby, Dick 
Gregory, Mahalia Jackson, Ralph Abernathy and others. The photographs also capture many of those 
who attempted to disrupt these peaceful marches. Mr. Kleina's photography exhibit has been shown in 
more than 35 cities as well as at the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, the Rosa Parks Museum in       
Montgomery, Alabama, the Illinois State Capital Building, the Cincinnati Museum Center, and the Toledo 
Museum of Art.

The photography exhibit includes contemporary photographs reminding us that we still have a long way 
to go before we achieve what Dr. King fought for and what we are �ghting for now--open and                 
fair housing and an end to racial and ethnic segregation.

Mr. Kleina is the founder and the former Executive Director of HOPE Fair Housing of Wheaton, IL.




